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Amendments tq the Claims; 


' T 


(Cancelled) 


2. 


(Cancelled) 


3. 


(Cancelled) 


4. 


(Cancelled) 


5. 


(Cancelled) 


6. 


(Cancelled) 


7. 


(Cancelled) 


8. 


(Cancelled) 


9. 


(Cancelled) 



10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 



12. (Currently amended) A method of preparing a chemically modified hemoglobin 
solution that is substantially free of contaminants comprising: 

(,) nirrnlThic nr, y^*™™ ^o) (aPEG) in a solvent suitable 

for addition to a hemoglobin solution and in which said aPEG is stabile; 
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(b) filtering said dissolved aPEG through ^- filtration moan s at least one filter 
which substantially reduces the levels of contaminants in the resulting filtered aPEG solution; 
and, 

(c) combining said resulting filtered aPEG solution with a hemoglobin 
solutio n in ft oombining moana . 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 12, wherein the aPEG is 
pnl yoKvethvlene (POE). 

14. (Previously presented) The method of claim 13, wherein the solvent is selected 
ftom the group consisting of ethanol, methanol, and acetonitrile. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 14, wherein *ho filtration m e an s said 
at least one filter substantially reduces endotoxin contaminant levels in the filtered aPEG 
solution. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15, wherein roe filtration m e ans saM 
at least one filter reduces endotoxin contaminant levels in the filtered aPEG solution by at least 
500 EU/cm 2 of filter area. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 16, wherein wo filtration moans saM 
at least one filter comprises a 0.2 micron aaefea Nytea 66 Pesidyne nyM filter. 

18. (Previously presented) The method of claim 17, wherein the hemoglobin solution 
comprises pyridoxylated stroma-free hemoglobin. 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 18. wherein di u mtrationmoano nr rf 
combining moano m H filtering and said combining are asepucally joined. 
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